BORACZC.

SECT. VII.

OF  BORACIG  ACID.

IHE word borax first occurs in the works of Geber,  Histcrjv
an Arabian chemist of the 10th century.    It is a name
given to a species of white salt much used by various
artists*    Its use in soldering metals appears  to have
Been known to Agrieola.

Borax is found mixed with other substances in Thi-
Bet. It seems to exist in some lands adjacent to lakes,
from which it is extracted by water, and deposited in
those lakes; whence in summer,, when the water is
shallow, it is extracted and carried off in large lumps.
Sometimes the water in these lakes is admitted into re-
servoirs $ at the bottom of which, when the water is
exhaled by the summer's heat, this salt is found. Hence
it is carried to the East Indies, where it is in some
measure purified and crystallized : in this state it comes
to Europe, and is called tincaL In other parts of Thi-
bet, it seems, by accounts received from China, they
dig it out of the ground at the depth of about two yards^
where they find it in smaller crystalline masses, called
by the Chinese m poztn, horn poun, and pin pouin ; and:'
the earth or ore is called pounxa *.

Though borax has been in common use for nearly^
three centuries, it was only in 1702 that Homberg^ by

Kirwan** Miner, ii. 3.7-